Amherst Railway Society
Train Collection Policy

The Amherst Railway Society is contacted weekly (either through the “contact us” page of the website, phone or directly by email) with regard to collections.  People are looking to either sell or donate their collection.  In addition to the collection, there is almost always a layout associated with these collections that folks would like removed.  The notes herein are to ensure that a consistent policy is being followed by all participants as well as to follow 501c3 guidelines.

The Amherst Railway Society has, in the past and will continue to do so, offer our appraisal services at no charge.  We have also offered to remove layouts from people’s homes at no charge – simply as a service to the community, hoping to spread good will as well as the generation of leads for future collections.

When we are contacted, we first like to establish if the collection is of any interest to us.  We ask for pictures to get a first blush of the value of the collection.  If it looks interesting, we will, where ever possible, try to visit the location of the collection to obtain a true picture of the collection’s value.  Concurrently, we establish/confirm if the collection is to be sold or donated.

Before we hear the final word on whether a collection is to be donated or sold, we offer the following advice/choices just so that the holder of the collection is clear about how we handle collections:
1.  Ebay or equivalent.  Take Pictures, note part numbers and manufacturer, then see what other similar items are going for.....Price yours to sell.  My opinion, this can take time and if you are not familiar with Ebay or others, it takes some work, including being ready to pay for shipping and fees.

2.  Local Hobby Stores.   If you try to sell your collection to a local hobby store, they will price this such that they can make a profit...you will be disappointed at what they offer you.  Understand that they are in business to make a profit, but to a degree, so are you.

3.  Firms that specialize in purchasing collections for the purpose of resale.  We are finding that there are some firms out there that offer a fair price for a collection.  They can do this because they are not a “brick and mortar” shop but wholly web-based. Some of these companies attend our annual Railroad Hobby Show as exhibitors, so we know them to be reputable.  We can recommend two:

Trainz.com (web/live auction reseller; also simply buys collections)
Scott Griggs, Founder
www.trainz.com
By Email: sgriggs@trainz.com
By Phone: 1-866-285-5840 (X522) | (770) 329-1163

ResourcedRails (web-based reseller)
Mathew Dowd, Founder
www.resourcedrails.com
By email: Collections@resourcedrails.com
By phone: (312) 880-7258

4.   Donation to a worthy charity.  While the Amherst Railway Society will purchase a collection on occasion, we would prefer a donation and declare the value of the tax deductible donation (we are a 501c-3 non-profit organization) in writing, suitable for your use with the IRS when preparing your taxes.  We will evaluate the collection at no charge providing you have clear pics of every piece.  What we can guarantee with a donation is that we will find a great home(s) for your collection.

5.  If you are looking to make money and not just donate the collection, the best solution that we have found in the past couple of years is “Auction Houses that specialize in Trains.”  The standard here is that they will take approximately 25% of what they get for the items.   But, that is offset somewhat by the fact that people are bidding on what they want (your items will go to the highest bidder!).  We can recommend two that attend our Show that are reputable folks:

Trainz.com (auction house and will purchase collections)
2740 Faith Industrial Drive  Suite 200
Buford, GA  30518
Scott Griggs
866-285-5840
sgriggs@trainz.com
 
Gary Schoenly
Cabin Fever Expo and Auctions (auction house)
1860 Weavertown Road
Douglassville, PA 19518
cabinfeverexpo@gmail.com
www.cabinfeverexpo.com
610-587-8139

We offer the following comments:

[bookmark: _GoBack]The first two choices can be difficult as there are associated fees with web-based selling (especially Ebay) and I would not consider a train store unless you know of a great one where you trust the firm.  Train stores appear to be a dying business, but there are some out there that offer to purchase collections.   If you are looking to make some money, you will not want to donate the collection and that is understandable.....your best bet is the use of the auction houses or the folks that specialize in reselling collections via the web.  I would call or email these folks as they are the best in the business.  Contact them beforehand to be sure of their latest requirements.  BTW, the Amherst Railway Society has used this means of liquidating collections and we have had great results!

We also offer the following:  At a minimum, we will advertise your collection on our website and social media sites.  As a final option, the Amherst Railway Society (space permitting) has offered tables at any of our Train Shows.  It would be up to the owner to “man” these tables and sell their collection.  We have done this many times in the past with our “exhibitors” having great success.  Timing is everything due to the dates of our Train Shows (you may have to wait a few months for one of our Shows.)  If you are interested in this option, contact the Show Director to learn about availability and costs to exhibit.


Ken Royle, Collection Director
Amherst Railway Society
collections@amherstrail.org
Revised: 12/1/2023
